Prolonged systemic delivery of tirofiban in a thrombus-laden saphenous vein graft.
Results from previous trials have shown conflicting results from local delivery of thrombolytic agents to diminish thrombus burden before intervention in native coronary arteries and saphenous vein grafts. We described a patient with an acute coronary syndrome who was treated for 24 hours with systemic tirofiban (Aggrastat), a glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitor, for the treatment of a degenerated saphenous vein graft with a TIMI grade 4 thrombus (large-sized thrombus). Angiographic evaluation 48 hours later revealed complete resolution of the thrombus with normal coronary blood flow.